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SUBJECT: FEDERAP FISHERIES MINISTER ROMEO LE BLANC 
DISCUSSES 200 .MILE OFFSHORE LIMIT WHILE IN HALIFAX 

1. FEDERAL FISHERIES MINISTER LE BLANC HELD A PRESS 
CONFERENCE IN HALIFAX ON NOVEMBER 18 AND USED THE 
OCCASION TO SPEAK ABOUT THE 200 MILE OFFSHORE LIMIT. 

HE SAID THAT ACHIEVEMENT OF SUCH AN EAST COAST FISHING 
ZONE FOR CANADA MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY BILATERAL 
AGREEMENTS WITH OTHER COUNTRIES OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
COMMISSION FOR THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES (ICNAF) 
AS OTHERWISE SOME OF CANADA'S FISHERMEN COULD BE 
"VERY BADLY MAULED” BY FOREIGN FLEETS. HE POINTED TO 
ICELAND AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE TYPE OF PROBLEM CANADA 
COULD ENCOUNTER BY TAKING UNILATERAL ACTION REGARDING 
AN OFFSHORE LIMIT BEFORE BILATERAL PACTS HAVE BEEN 
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2. THE MINISTER SAID THAT ICELAND, HAVING OPTED FOR 
UNILATERAL ACTION PRIOR TO REACHING SEPARATE TREATIES 
WITH OTHER COUNTRIES CONCERNING CATCH ALLOTMENTS, IS, 

AS A RESULT, NOW INVOLVED IN A NEW COD WAR. HE NOTED 
THAT BOTH ENGLAND AND GERMANY ARE FISHING WITHIN 50 
MILES OF ICELAND'S COAST DESPITE THE 200 MILE 

(PLS DISREGARD PREVIOUS MILE) MILE DECLARATION BY 
ICELAND. BY TAKING THE BILATERAL ROUTE PRIOR TO FINAL 
REALIZATION OF THE RESTRICTED AREA, CANADA WOULD BE ABLE 
TO MINIMIZE ENCOUNTERS OF THIS KIND. 

3. THE MINISTER POINTED OUT THAT THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
REACHED AGREEMENT WITH NORWAY A FEW WEEKS AGO, AND HAS 
HAD A PACT WITH FRANCE DATING BACK TO 1971. HE 

EXPECTS THAT POLAND, SPAIN AND PORTUGAL WILL SIGN 
SIMILAR AGREEMENTS WITHIN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS. HE 
ALSO THINKS THAT BILATERAL TALKS WITH THE SOVIET UNION 
CONCERNING THE OFFSHORE LIMIT SHOULD BE UNDERWAY BY 
THE BEGINNING OF 1976. 

4. WITH REGARD TO THE SOVIET UNION THE MINISTER SAID 

THAT HE HAD BEEN ENCOURAGED BY THE RESULT BROUGHT ABOUT 
WHEN CANADA CLOSED ITS ATLANTIC PORTS TO THE SOVIET 
UNION'S FISHERIES FOLLOWING EVIDENCE OF SOVIET OVER- 
FISHING AND OTHER ICNAF VIOLATIONS BY RUSSIAN TRAWLERS. 
THE PORTS WERE REOPENED TO THE SOVIETS IN SEPTEMBER AND 
SINCE THAT TIME THERE HAVE BEEN NO SERIOUS INCIDENTS 
OF VIOLATIONS BY SOVIET VESSELS. THE MINISTER SAID THAT 
SPAIN AND PORTUGAL HAD RECEIVED WARNINGS AT THE 
SAME TIME AND HE THINKS BOTH COUNTRIES WILL HONOR THEIR 
WORD AND RECTIFY ANY OVERFISHING BY THEIR VESSELS. 
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